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igi8]                          CAMELS
a day5 he will eat 128 pounds in the sixteen days'
trip, so that if his full load is 300 pounds he can
only dump 172 pounds at the other end.
1  was fully occupied during the next few days in
organising the seventy-mile line of communication
from Akaba to Aba'l Lissan, and working out a plan
for the great raid.    I took over my duties as head
of the Q,. section of Joyce's staff at the beginning of
July, and by the 22nd had prepared a detailed
scheme which was approved by Joyce and Feisal
and sent to Akaba to be posted to General Allenby
at G.H.Q,.   This scheme provided for the arrival
at Azraq some time in October of a flying column
composed as follows :
5  armoured cars with tenders.
50 Sherifian officers.
500 Sherifian regulars  (including machine-gun
companies and medical staff),
10 machine-guns.
6 guns.
100 artillerymen and engineers.
200 mules and
800 camels out of the 1,200 with which the column
would leave Waheida.
On arrival at Ajzraq they would have :
35 days5 rations.
750 rounds of small-arm ammunition per man for
500 men.
12 boxes of ammunition per gun for 10 machine-
guns.
600 rounds per gun for 6 guns.
13,000 pounds of gun-cotton complete with
primers and fuses.
90 small tents.
2 large hospital tents.
10 stretcher camels for wounded.